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Scienfic field and research quesons within the field: Why is the scienfic area/field studied 
important? Are the specific quesons candidate set out to address fundamental to the field or 
incremental? Are the quesons relevant to the larger scienfic community? 

3 (Exceponal) 2 (Solid) 1 (Weak) 0 

Clearly defines the field and arculates 
its importance to basic and/or applied 
understanding of biology.   

Field definion and its importance is at 
mes vague.   Vague   

Not 
addressed 

Clearly arculates the queson(s) they 
sought to answer and explains their 
fundamental importance to the field   

Quesons studied are jusfied as 
fundamental but at mes poorly 
expressed or unconvincing   

Jusficaon for 
quesons studied is 
vague   

Not 
addressed 

Candidate’s contribuons: How did the candidate contribute to the project (main driver, collaborator)? 
What challenges did the candidate face during the project? How did the candidate overcome these 
challenges? 

3 (Exceponal) 2 (Solid) 1 (Weak) 0 

Main intellectual and technical driver of 
the project 

Significant intellectual or 
experimental contribuons   

Minor intellectual or 
experimental contribuons   

Not 
addressed 

Challenging project. Candidate was 
instrumental in overcoming 
projectrelated challenges.   

Project somewhat challenging   Project not very challenging   
Not 
addressed 

Scienfic advancements: What were the major findings resulng from the candidates work? How did 
these findings help advance the field? How did these findings impact related fields or the broader 
scienfic community? What new quesons arise from the candidate’s work? 

3 (Exceponal) 2 (Solid) 1 (Weak) 0 

Clearly arculates research 
findings and their 
significance.   

Findings and/or their 
significance are, at mes, vague 

Findings are vague and/or not 
Clea Drly related research quesons 

Not 
described 

This document was adapted from search criteria used by Yale MB&B Fall 2020. 
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https://Jus.fica.on
https://defini.on

