Scientific field and research questions within the field: Why is the scientific area/field studied
important? Are the specific questions candidate set out to address fundamental to the field or
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incremental? Are the questions relevant to the larger scientific community?
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Candidate’s contributions: How did the candidate contribute to the project (main driver, collaborator)?
What challenges did the candidate face during the project? How did the candidate overcome these

challenges?
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Scientific advancements: What were the major findings resulting from the candidates work? How did
these findings help advance the field? How did these findings impact related fields or the broader
scientific community? What new questions arise from the candidate’s work?
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