Printing a poster?

Sizing your poster correctly:

The first step in successfully printing a poster is making sure that you have your document sized
correctly. The poster printer has a maximum width of 42”. Length can vary beyond that. In
[lustrator use File — Document Setup and set the Length and Width of your document. Within
PowerPoint you can adjust the size of your slide by going to File — Page Setup.

When you’re ready to export, follow these simple instructions for converting
your poster into a picture format!

Below is a table comparing file size and quality of the image file options. You
can use it to decide which file type will work best for you!

Format File Quality
JPEG Small Low
PNG Medium High

TIF Large High
BMP Huge High
****PLEASE NOTE****

The Biophysics department will not be able to print posters with dark backgrounds
(ie: black, blue, maroon) as they use too much ink, take too long to dry, and are too
difficult to handle. Posters with white backgrounds are preferred. Dark colors are
acceptable in limited areas (ie: diagrams or pictures). To repeat, Biophysics cannot
print posters wider than 42” and those longer than 56” are subject to additional
charges.




If creating your poster in Adobe Illustrator:

File — Export
Change the Format to be either PNG (non-interlaced), BMP, TIF, or JPG. We recommend PNG!
0O (3) Export
Save As: Untitled-1.bmp E]
Where: Documents ﬂ

Format: A AGITs]

| Targa (tga)

" Use Adobe Dialog - PNG (png)
| AutoCAD Drawing (dwg)

AutoCAD Interchange File (dxf)
Enhanced Metafile (emf) (Cancel ) (EExport)

Macromedia Flash (swf)
JPEG (jpg)

Macintosh PICT (pct)
Photoshop (psd)

TIFF (tif)

Text Format (txt)
Windows Metafile (wmf)

Click Export.

The computer will prompt you with Rasterize Options.
Select RGB as the Color Model and make the Resolution no greater than 300 ppi. (Note:
Average print time for 150 dpi: 45-60 min 300 dpi: 120+ min. We recommend 150!)

Rasterize Options

Color Model: | RGB T] ( OK )

— Resoluton ——— ( Cancel )
e ———
) Screen (72 ppi)

® Medium (150 ppi)
") High (300 ppi)
O) Other: 150 ppi

— Options
™ Anti-Alias

Click OK.



If creating your poster in PowerPoint:
In Windows:
Windows will only natively export PowerPoint files in 72 dpi resulting in blocky text. Therefore

we recommend you use the open source program PDF Creator.
(http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/)

Open PDF Creator

Printer — Options
On the left side under Formats, click on PNG
Change the Resolution to 150 or 300 dpi
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Click Save.



In PowerPoint:

File — Print

Select PDF Creator as Printer

Click on Properties

Click on Advanced

Under Paper Output, select Post Script Custom Paper Size from the drop down menu
Put the paper size (36 or 42) as the width

Under Paper Feed Direction drop down menu, select Short Edge first or Long Edge first

depending on the layout of the poster. (ie: typically, select short edge first for landscape posters
and long edge first for portrait posters)

Printer
Mame: ‘2 PDFCreator v
Status:
Type: j
Where: Layout| Paper/Qu
Comme
Print rai Color ‘;és PDFCreator Advanced Document Settings
®al r = f_& Paper/Output
: Paper Size: | PostScript Custom |+ | [Edit Custom Page Size |
O slide - i) g PostScript Custom Page Size Definition
Enter sl
1,3,5-1 c Custom Page Size Dimensions Unit
T Width: 3600 (1.00, 200.00) Oz
Eritiphe Height 4300 | (1.00, 200.00) O Milmeter
Slides () Paint
CoITrIgra . Paper Feed Direction: Short Edge First v
Color = sy D .
Paper Type: () Cut Sheet
59 Offsets Relative to Paper Feed Direction
Perpendicular Direction: 0.00 (0.00, 200.00)
Previe Parallel Direction: 0.00 (0.00, 200.00)
<
[ oK ] [ Cancel ] [ Restore Defaults ]

Click OK out of Custom Page Size
Click OK out of Advanced Options

Click OK out of Document Properties



In the Print Menu:

Click radio button for Current slide

Check box that says Scale to fit paper (if needed)
Click OK

Print

Printer

Name: ., PDFCreator v
Status: Idle Find Printer
Type: PDFCreator — =

Where: PDFCreator:

Comment: eDoc Printer [CIPrint to file
Print range Copies
Oall (%) Current slide Number of copies:
1 o2
() slides:
Enter slide numbers andfor slide ranges. For example,
1,3,5-12
Collate
Print what: Handouts
Slides v EEE
Color/grayscale: e
Color v

[ ]Frame slides

[ QK ] [ Cancel




In new window that pops up:

Change Document Title

Click Save

Under the Save as Type drop down menu, select PNG
Click Save

g

Document Title:
|J ess's Poster |

Save as

]2

Savein: | (2} Desktop v 3y 2 O
M
E 5 [L_)My Documents
. ’f/) ) My Computer

MyRecent | 2My Network Places
Documents  |[75)250-411 Folder

[=1.2

7= |_Z)Barrick
L& |_)BGME Lab Page
Desktop ) Bowman
|_)5SAP Docs
| SUBMIT

J |_)Undergrad
™| Poster_DOE

My Documents
| Poster_DOE300

I i L )

-
58
My Computer

‘l) File name: Jess's Poster :‘
MyNetwork  Saveastype: PNG-Files [“png] v]

q

Check your output image for correct orientation and layout. If incorrect, change Paper Feed
direction in Custom Page size (see above).



To save your Power Point slide on a Mac:

File — Save A4s
Select Options...

Save As: Presentationl.jpg E]

T

Where: " |/ Documents v

Format: JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Gro... m

Description

Saves a slide as a graphic for use with any Web browser.
Learn more about file formats

E Append file extension

( Options... ) C Compatibility Report... ) C ibility check rec ded

( Cancel ) @

Under Save slides as graphics files, select Save current slide only and make dots per inch no
greater than 300. (Note: Average print time for 150 dpi: 45-60 min 300 dpi: 120+ min)

Preferences

Save options

E Allow fast saves
E Save preview picture with new documents
1 Prompt for document properties

E Include full text search information |

™ save AutoRecover info every 10 minutes

7y
v

Save PowerPoint files as: = PowerPoint Presentation 'y

Save slides as graphics files
® Save current slide only () Save every slide (series of graphics files)
Advanced resolution settings:
® Dots perinch (dpi): | 180 %
O size: Wwidth: 1800  Height: 1350  pixels

() Compress graphics files Image quality: ~ High

(Cancel) @069
Click OK.

Change the Format to be either PNG (non-interlaced), BMP, TIF, or JPG. We recommend PNG!

Save As: Presentationl.ppt B

Where: | |/ Documents v

Format:| v PowerPoint Presentation

Description

orr
The default format for Powerf fowerPoint

2003 for Windows, and Powei PowerPoint Movie (QuickTime Format)
Learn more about file format§ PowerPoint Package
Web Page (HTML)

E Append file extension
I

Specialty
(_Compati  pesign Template

Outline (Rich Text Format)

PowerPoint Show >

PowerPoint Add-In |

i PICT (Macintosh Picture)
JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) a

H PNG (Portable Network Graphics)
GIF (Graphics Interchange Format) ...

BMP (Windows Bitmap)
TIFF (Tagged Image File Format)

Click Save.



